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_ Law enforcement. Cops checking data on streetlights, abandoned buildings,
weather forecasts, etc., to gauge the probability of crimes in certain neighborhoods.
Sports. Trainers.analyzing the velocity of a baseball pitcher’s fastball
and spin rate on his curveball to help prevent or minimize an arm injury.
Health care. Researchers detecting early signs of Parkinson’s disease
in people with smart phones by analyzing data from motion sensors in the phones.
' Energy. Utilities predicting power needs based on historical data, weather
and real-time monitors in homes and businesses to control energy use and trim costs.

Sales of analytic software will boom, growing 30% or so a year through 2017,
nearly six times the growth rate of all other IT spending. Leading sellers of the software
include Oracle, IBM, Microsoft, SAP and SAS, along with smaller ones such as Splunk,
Teradata, Tableau and Cloudera. (Intel recently invested $740 million in Cloudera.)

So will the job market for data-savvy analysts and managers. As firms,
both large and small, scramble to jump aboard the predictive analytics bandwagon,
the need for specialists will be acute. In fact, industry insiders say that by 2018,
the U.S. faces a shortage of 1.5 million analysts and managers to interpret the data.

Of course, privacy concerns won’t go away as Big Data continues to expand.
~ But they'll be somewhat offset as Americans reap more of the benefits...
lower prices, etc. Younger Americans, especially, accept Big Data as a way of life.
Uncle Sam will stay on the sidelines, at least for now. Policymakers
don’t want to stifle potential benefits, and will rely on existing rules to police outlaws.




